Nom_____________________________________________________
      Période ______
Français I avec Mme Labroo

Bonjour and bienvenue!  I am looking forward to having you in class this year and guiding you through a very important and fun subject.  To get to the next level of proficiency, you must continue 
to practice your reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.   While you may not feel confident at every part, with practice you can shine at one of them, while continuing to improve the other areas.   
Learning any language is constant trial and error.  In this class we focus on communication, not errors.  We all make mistakes and can learn (as well as laugh) from them.  If you understand that mistakes are a natural part of learning, you have taken the first step to becoming a better language learner.  In my classes, homework and participation are your chance to practice.  Your participation grade is based on effort, but you must strive to speak French at all times.  As for written homework, you get two chances to get it correct.   We will be using Google Voice, a free service that will help me analyze and improve your speaking progress.  Please enter the following number into your phone’s contact list or keep the number handy:  607-301-0713.  
Being a performance-based subject, French I has been designed with activities so students can acquire the language in the most natural setting possible.  You will speak, listen, read and write in class, but outside you will create projects to enhance your use of French in context.  You must not only know the required vocabulary, but also be resourceful using it.  Reviewing 10 minutes every day will make a big difference in your abilities because words from previous units never lose their importance.  Learning the culture is just as important as the language so I hope you are open to discovering how life is valued in other places.   You will virtually visit francophone regions, speak with native speakers, discover music, popular pastimes, merchandising, current events and cook regional foods.  The francophone world will be yours to discover.

Remember, the key to success in this class will be to actively listen and participate every day.  You must “tune in” to what is happening and involve yourself in the lesson. It is impossible to become proficient without the practice, so your attendance is essential.  Missing more than 28 days will result in an automatic failure for the course.  
If you want to succeed in this world, you must think globally.  


Borderbuster 2008
 All students are expected to:

1. come to class on time and get to work with a warm-up exercise.  

2. participate in French on a daily basis for the entire period. 

3. be respectful to yourself, other people and school property.

4. be responsible enough to do your homework and study for quizzes and tests.
Supplies:  All students must have the following supplies:

· A SEPARATE 3-ring binder with pockets (2” works best)
· Pencils or blue/black pens (Work is NOT accepted in any other color.)

· Loose-leaf paper – 50 sheets should be plenty
· Jump drive (for storing work from all classes)
· Pink, blue and green highlighters
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We’re all in this together!

Missing class:  If you have been absent, you can find a copy of the notes and homework with your name on it in the absentee notebook located on the counter.  If you have missed a quiz or test, you will need to see me to take it during lunch, a study hall or before or after school.  All illegal absences result in a zero for that day.  Remember, no more than 28 absences are allowed.

Grades:  The breakdown of your grade for each quarter will be as follows:

Participation & Classwork




30%

Homework






10%

Projects and Quizzes




35%

Tests







25%

Final Grade:    Q1+ Q2 + Midterm Exam + Q3 + Q4 + Final Exam ÷ 6
You can have fun and work hard at the same time.  I’m looking forward to a great year!

Parents, please sign and date on the line below after you have read this introductory letter.  Then have your child return it to me.  A copy of this letter is available on my web-site on the French I page.
If you have any questions, you can contact me at jlabroo@oneontacsd.org.
((((((((((((((
(Yes, I have read the introductory letter for my child’s French I class and I understand what is expected of my child this year.  I will also send my child to class with the expected supplies.

_____________________________________________

_________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian





Date
